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which shade off into one another from the " imperative "
(fard) to the "indifferent" (mubah).

(1)  The fard (imperative) is the act whose value, called
faradiyyah, has been established by a sharlfah evidence about
which there is no doubt.    The legal effect (hukm) of the
fard is that it must be given absolute faith and self-sur-
render and that it must be executed.     Failure to believe
in it entails unbelief, and failure to execute it causes im-
piety (-fisq).

Conversely, the commission of the fard results in the
acquisition of religious merit (thawab). Thawab techni-
cally means title to " divine mercy and pardon, and to the
mediation of the Prophet/' * Examples of the fard are
faith (iman), performance of the daily prayers, giving of
zakat, pilgrimage to Mecca, etc.

The fard, and for that matter, the wajib also, is divided
into two kinds: (a) The fard 'ayn (personal fard) ; it is
the act which every one must personally perform. The
performance of the daily prayers, and the giving of zakat
are of this kind, (b) The fard kifayah (social fard) ; it is
the act which every person is under obligation to perform,
until a sufficient number of persons have performed it, the
rest being then absolved from the obligation of performance.
The reward (ajr) in such case, belongs to those who per-
formed the act, but the rest are not punished for its omis-
sion. If however no one should perform the act, then they
are all punished. An example of this is the obligation of
holy war (jihad). Every Moslem is under obligation to
wage it, until a sufficient number of Moslems have done so.

(2)   The wajib   (obligatory)   is  the act whose value,
called wujub, has been established by a shari'ah evidence
concerning which there is doubt.    The giving of alms for
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